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The pl’ainti f f s .. George N a n n i e  (1st Plaintiff), Mrs. Nangale 

Z. G. ( 2nd P l a i n t i f f) and Nyanzula origins Tanzania T.t.d t\a T.mks 

Train in-j Centre (3rd p l a i n t i f f ) sued jointly and severally, Sam 

Kasnkwa . Jim Godwin, Editor The Express, Med i a Holding (T) Ltd 

and National Newspape r Ltd (1st - 5th Defendants respectively) 

for defamation, claiming among others,

'Wal Damages of Shillings 500,000..000/ = 
ib) Interest on (a) at 40% pe. annum from March 1997 ho the

date Of judgement. ,
(<■) Interest on the decretal sum at court, rate from date

judgement until payment in full".

The defendants having failed to,file their written st atement of 

defence-; (though served) the plaintiffs were allowed to prove 

their claims exparte by affidavit hence the present judgement .

Tn support of their claims the plaint iff submitted two 

affida v i t s  deponed by 1st and 2nd plaintiffs. Tn their plaint, 

the p l ain tiff claimed that on or about 201!) February 1 997 at 

p ages 1 and 2 of "the Express" issue No. 406 TSSN O R 56 - 398S", 

the d e f e n d a n t s  jointly ahd severally, falsely and maliciously



prepare.) f o r  publication, edited, printed » n . l  r i r . M . l a t m l  a n

a rticle entitled,

•Ov.,r 1,000 lured a s ’t,ondon Be.kon*'
foolish' and whose contents, among o hers ''’ V i n o  for lure 

-Hundred of young T a n s a n i a n s  are r e p o r t « fa ng fnr - •  
of better future promlttd by c n m p u t «, n.l us n« 
in Britain. But once thfre, ihev yet the —

bara a i n e d  for" . M  , , T ^ri.-,.a n ;
The c o n s p i r a c y  a l l e g e d ^  revolve* a.ound a I""-*"'** 
coimle, identified as Mr. and Mrs. Nangal«, who run a 
sindent placement p r ogramme in Dar es Salaam on beha f 
a b e rkshire based Computer training institute.. t be future

_ _ • • ..ites *&'*-4rei;
B u s i n e s s  C o l l e g e "

The relevant article d s  A n n .  $ t o  the plaint . The plaintiff clan,, 

that "the t e n o r , content, r o a n t f e r  of heading and position in the 

newspape r a s  w e l l  as its a c companyin g rartoonir depiction clearly 

indicate malidB a i m e d  a t  p o r t r a y i n g  (directly., in innmendo and by 

iuxtapos i f, ion)' the plaint if f s l a s  schemers, criminals, 

c o n s p i r a t o r s ,  > i l  d o e r s ,  t o t a l l y  perjured, swindlers who are 

unfit to ho ld any responsibl$J§ffice as well as incapable of

car ryinu o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a n d | | r  o b j e c t s  a s  contained i n  t h e .r  

m e m o r a n d a  o f  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d M e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  be counted among
uret he honest, me mbers of their flppect ive societ ies" , which pict 

they d i s a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s | g o m  hence the claim for damage s to 

make good the o t herwise  pos i t| | e  image of their names which stand

t arni s h e d .

Having  c a r e f u l l y  c o n S i d j r f i J  the plaint and its a n n e x t m e s ,  

and the a f f i d a v i t s  'filled .'in | | | p ort thereof the court is of 

u nanimous d e c is ion t h a t  t h e  S j f i c l e  is d e f a m a t o r y  and false.

I n d e e d ^ t h e  e X C e t ^ t S  % i  | 1 |  a r t i c l e  already quoted above, and 

o t h e r  parts o f  t h e  s a i d  a t t i f j j '  p a i n t  the plaintiffs, at the 

least, as c o n m e n ,  w h o  l u r e  s c e n t s  to part with their money for 

services w h i c h  a r e  e i t h e r  n o n e x i s t e n t  or below the standards

- iwllll5



requ i red and .X|>.nt*1. And this can furth.r he <li*".er ,r‘*

other excerpts of that article whirl, run as under,

"The N a n g a l « S  and the col l»9« are c h a r g i n g  their s t ud ents 

1600 s t e r l i n g  (1.6 milli on) in t u i tion fees per year, but 

the G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  ’swear; that the h i g h e s t  a c o mpu ter 

training c e n t r e :“c.an ch arge anywhere in the UK is 700

s t e r l i n g  (700,000/=) a year.

At that, w hat the best compu ter school charge for a year s 

c o u r s e  of instruction is e x a ctly w hat the N.,..gales charge a

single prospective student ip "Consultation .««"

a l o n e ......... .................. *j* ............ , , .
Nangale a„,l wife through t h & r  links training centre housed .n

single  studio at the SlDO t t & e l  along Bibi Titi M o h amed  R oad

boast of b e i n g  able to p r o v S e  tr a i n i n g  o p p n , t n n i t ,es and jobs ...

the IJKM . •

u m nt i f f r ' esi ftBin anrl rospoct*. r*inong
clearly, from the above, t h q g p l a i n t u t s  ««

the ordinary m e m b e r s  of our1$ocl«ty must have been lowered wit h  a 

c o n s e q u e n c e  of b e i n g  shunne^away for being tainted with 

u nr e l i a b l e ,  dubious, and u n t r u s t w o r t h y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  let alone 

heinc looked u pon as conmen.‘S F l o wing from that, their b u s i n e s s  

w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  have b een a f f e c t e d  for no p otentia l student, would 

again risk d e a l i n g  w i t h  a charatiter of the advert ised type.
J'. - Js'r '

That settled, ne§  we /Should p r o ceed on what, should be 

rewarded as r e c o m p e n s * or & e  lost face and business. The 

olairit.iffs c l a i m  5 0 0 , # , 0 0 ^ =  apart, from Interest. The gen t l e m e n 

a sses sors have Ball • » • « » «  varying Views in terms of quantum. 

They have p r o p o s a l  sh§‘ 8 0 » | g 3 0 *  and 25m. They have all expre ssed 

views that the extent b f  the.Plainti f f s ' tarnis hed name deserv e  

to be e q u a l l y  compensated.



T have carefully co nsidered/their viewr; and weighed the same 

with the status of the plaintiffs, the potent ia'I in business and 

the extent of the area: coveted by, the said defamatory publication 

and T have come to settle on a figure somehow below the 

propositions opined by the gentlemen a s s e s s o r s .

No doubt, the 1st? plaintiff :.is a-person of sound status as 

portlayed in his affidavit (a holder of a first, degree in 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  Engineering, a master of science degree in renewable 

Energy arid M aster of Business administration, a Technical Manager 

in E q u i t y  investment Management Ltd, Member of Board of Directors 

of TTB . and had held various key positions, in llmoja wa Viiana 

(n e w ) , K i I omber o Sugar c o y ,  Director of the 3rd plaintiff) but 

his has not established how he re iched at;. shs. 2 0 0 ,0 0 0,0 0 0/= of 

his worttmess. Apart from the said 1st Plaintiff, the 2nd and 3rd 

plaintiffs have not been sufficiently proved to have a reknown 

focal attraction both locally and internationally if we put aside 

the link in business which was subject of Hie attack by the 

relevant, libellous article. Neither was evidence sufficiently 

established which show that the 3rd plaintiff has lost business 

potential to a tune of shs. 150,000,000/= claimed as per 

affidavit and so is the case w i t h - 2nd D e f e n d a n t .

•* ' • ••- ' s* Jm\
All in all, I am sat i af i ed Jĵ iiat the damage caused by the

li.beJ.lbuR article to all the three plaintiffs can be atoned by a 

liberal sum to a tune of ten million shillings which is hereby 

awarded. As o bse r v e d  by the g entlemen assessors the plaintiffs 

are also entitled to interest but,not commencing from the date 

when the defamator y article was published but rather from the

date of judgement, and the rate is not 40% as claimed (whose

basis was not established) but should be at the ruling Bank rate.



Judgement is entered in favour of the plaintiffs in the terms as 

indicated above with costs.

(I,. R . Kaleyeva)

JUDGE 

16 \ 1 1 \98

Delivered in the presence of the pla i nt i f f s (1st and 2nd) arid Mr. 

Kalolo, today the 16th November .. 1.998.

(L. R. Kalegeya) 

vtUnGR

AT DAR ER SALAAM ,

lifciLilQXe mhfttL i M f t

5


