











was convicted for his own unequivocal plea of guilty. The learned State
Attorney believed the trial court observed a correct procedure and the
appellant’s plea was perfect and clear. Taking a leaf from Veniste
Niyondanyi Nestory Vs. Republic (supra) Ms Bertha argued that the
appellant’s plea was equivocal because the facts adduced, explained the

offense in detail to enable the appellant understand the charge.

With regard to the 2" ground of appeal, it was submitted by the learned
State Attorney that drafting of the charge is an art and so save for the
necessary facts, the same is nol expected to contain everything. While
admitting that inclusion of the isse of damages in the charge sheet was
improper, the learned State Attorney argued that the appellant
understood the charges becaus= both the provisions of the law and
particulars of the offences in all the three counts with which the appellant

was convicted, were proper and clear.

Having revisited the trial court’s racord and the rival submissions from the
learned counsels, 1 find prudent tl-at I set the records clear on the position
of the law with regard to appeals against conviction on plea of guilty. The
Section 360 (1) of the Crimina! P-ocedure Act Cap 20 RE 2019 bars such

appeals against conviction wheie such conviction was a result of the
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caused death through reckless driving. Similarly in the second count. A
plea of “It is true I failed to stop” was in my view unfinished because one
of the ingredients of the offence of failure to stop after causing an accident
under section 57 (1) of the Road Traffic Act (supra) is safety of the scene.
His plea ought to have indicated that the scene was safe and yet he failed
to discharge his legal duty to stop having caused an accused. For easy of

reference, I have reproduced the contents of section 57 (1) as hereunder:

57. Duties of drivers in case of accidents

(1) Where an accident arising directly or indirectly
from the use of @ motor vehicle or trailer occurs to
any person or to any motor vehicle or trailer or to
any other property, the driver of the motor vehicle
or trailer shall stop if, having regard to all the
circumstances, it is safe for him to do so and
shall ascertain whether any person has been
injured, in which event it shall be his duty to
render all practicable assistance to the injured
person. Provided that where the driver dnes
not stop because it is not, having regard to
all the circumstances, safe for him to do so,
he shall immediately raport the accident at the

nearest police station [Frmphasis added]
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